
 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Olney Town Center Advisory Committee 
Monday, February 26, 2007 – 7:30pm 
Sandy Spring Bank, Olney Inn Room 

 
Olney Town Center Advisory Committee (“OTCAC”) members in attendance: Jim Smith, Sunita 
Bhatia, Dorothy Kane, Walter Lee, Paula Kahla, Tom Gallagher, Helene Rosenheim, and Joe 
Fritsch.  Members not in attendance: Mark Feinroth, John Lyons and Nancy DeLalio.  Visitors 
were Mary Jane Heinbuch, Harvey Metro, Herb Heiserman and Chris Manning. Also in 
attendance was Khalid Afzal, OTCAC’s liaison from Park and Planning.   
  
Chairman Jim Smith called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M.  The minutes from the January 
22nd, 2007 meeting were unanimously approved.  Tom Gallagher recorded the minutes for the 
meeting currently in progress. 
 
Dorothy Kane made an announcement regarding an area blood drive, encouraging all to donate.   
 
Jim Smith then introduced Bob Simpson of Montgomery County Department of Public Works 
and Transportation (“DPWT”).  Mr. Simpson then provided the OTCAC with a briefing on 
DPWT as outlined on his presented agenda (a copy of which is attached as Exhibit A).   
 
The DPWT presentation included an overview of DPWT’s responsibilities, discussion of design 
standards, road approval process and road maintenance issues.  Mr. Simpson noted that one of 
the concerns of DPWT as it reviews road improvements relates to ongoing maintenance after 
acceptance of improved roads into the county system.  The initial DPWT presentation finished 
up at which time Mr. Simpson answered questions from those attending.  Mr. Simpson also 
provided the group with additional materials regarding road design (copies of which are attached 
as Exhibit B). 
 
Topics discussed during the question and answer phase of DPWT’s presentation included, road 
widths, balancing the need for good road design with community planning, the role of the 
Maryland State Highway Administration in the process and on-street parking restrictions.  There 
was also discussion of line-of-site issues, metered parking and the issue of interaction between 
automobiles, bicycles and pedestrian traffic.  The DPWT portion of the meeting concluded at 
approximately 8:50 P.M. 
 
Chairman Smith then provided a brief update on the OTCAC fact sheet project, noting that he 
would be revising to include some additional information on the town center focus of committee.  
Helene Rosenheim presented an update on the OTCAC website.  Paula Kahla then provided the 
group with an update on the OTCAC logo contest, noting that the group would be reviewing the 
submissions at the March 19th, 2007 meeting. 
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Next item on agenda was a brief update from Khalid Afzal on the Kirk Farm application.  Khalid 
noted that the issue regarding the location of parking lot driveway access point appears to be 
resolved with it to remain in the original position on the eastern edge of the site plan.  He also 
noted that the matter has not yet been scheduled for presentation at the Montgomery County Park 
& Planning Board.  Mr. Afzal also stated that he would re-circulate the OTCAC letter regarding 
committee comments to the Planning Board on the Kirk Farm application. 
 
Chairman Smith then led a discussion on the civic components as they relate to future town 
center development.  He discussed the objective of developing a “program of requirements” 
template that would assist in further defining actual needs, including identifying current 
facilities, square footage requirements for future facilities, hours of operation, etc.  It was note 
that Chairman Smith and Khalid Afzal would work on an initial draft of the “program of 
requirements” template for the next meeting. 
 
Various OTCAC members then agreed to take point on specific civic elements that might be 
located within the town center.  The delegation of responsibilities was as follows: Paula Kahn 
with respect to the Chamber of Commerce and visitor center concepts; Tom Gallagher with 
assistance from Mary Jane Heinbuch on the library element; Dorothy Kane on the teen center 
concept; Helene Rosenheim on the community meeting area element; Dorothy Kane and Paula 
Kahla with respect to police substation; and Helene Rosenheim on facilities relating to Mid-
County services. 
 
Jim Smith then advised the committee that RTKL, a planning and design firm based in 
Baltimore, would be attending the next meeting to discuss the possibility of that firm providing 
some illustrative planning assistance for the OTCAC.  Khalid Afzal also advised that he would 
further investigate additional county resources that might be available for the OTCAC as it 
continues its work. 
 
One of the guests, Herb Heiserman, of The Heiserman Group LLC, an architecture and planning 
firm, also advised that he would be willing to provide the group with some pro bono assistance 
on its endeavors. 
 
There was an announcement that the Greater Olney Civic Association meeting would be held on 
March 11th, 2007 at Longwood Gardens at which time Paula Kahla would be presented with the 
GOCA Citizen of the Year Award. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 P.M. 
 
 
 
















